
RALLY TO TIIE DEFENCE OF OLR 
LOIR ARRESTED COMRADES! IIV 
DEFENDING THEM YOU WIIX BK 
DEFENDING Y()t R FREEDOM OF 
SPEECH AND EXPRESSION. SEE 
THE APPEAL FROM THE FREEDOM 
PRESS DEFENCE COMMITTEE ON 
PAGE 4. 


Fortnightly, 2d. 


Lei Miners Solve Iheir 


H AVING worn out the scat of his pants 
in his participation in the Second 
Front, Harry Pollitt may be seen these days 
wildly swinging a pick'in the King Street 
offices in an attempt to prove to all and 
sundry, his rightful claim to the title of 
champion of the miners, solver of the coal 
crisis. His latest achievement in coal-get¬ 
ting, takes the form of shooting down the 
already falling Mr. Robert Foot, the “inde¬ 
pendent” chairman of the Mining Associa¬ 
tion, whose “Plan for Coal” our hero Harry 
singles out for his own special broadside. 
Pollitt is backing a favourite when he at¬ 
tacks the Foot Plan which stood condemned 
in the eyes of the miners even before it was 
bom; the stable wherein it was foaled being 
expected to inevitably produce a plan of 
this character. All pit-workers, without ex¬ 
ception, throughout the country, have con¬ 
demned the private ownership of the mines 
in no uncertain manner. No twists or rums 
by the Mining Association can swerve them 
from their resolve. 

The time has come for the ending of the 
reign of profit in coal. Who then does 
Harry Pollitt hope to influence or impress 
in his valiant battle against the owners 
plan? Not the miners; their minds were 
made up on this issue, 25 years ago, when 
Harry was working, actually working, for 
his living. Not the organised working-class 
movement; the rank and file have always 
stood four-square with miners in this matter. 


The Loudon 
Dock Strike 

The London dock strike which started at 
the end of last week ha?, involved 7,000 dockers. 
At the moment of writing the strike seems to be 
coming to an end, the dockers having received 
the assurance that an enquiry would be held im¬ 
mediately into the administration of the National 
Dock Labour Corporation. 

The stoppage which began at the Royal Albert 
Docks ma\ seem to have been caused by a petty 
grievance and the reports in the Press tried to 
make it appear so, but the reality is different. 

The particular cause of the strike was the 
setting up of an office for the men to report 
at for work each day inside the dock gates. The 
call stand was always outside the gates. Now an 
attempt has been made to shift it on the 
“boss's ground”. 

This moving of the call stand has more than 
a symbolic importance. The dockers regard it 
as a threat against the employment of casual 
labour which was extensively used before the 
war. They regard h as a demonstration of 
power on the part of the National Dock Labour 
Corporation which is trying to introduce stricter 
discipline to cut down absenteeism. They don’t 
see why they should report on the Corporation’s 
ground where they are no> even allowed to smoke 
while waiting. 

The men arc being told that the change is 
a revolutionary one which will act in their 
fcivour as v will end the bad old days of casual 
labour. The docker , are not so easily fooled. 
They don’t wish, of course, to go back to the 
days of unemployment, when they had to fight 
for a few hours’ work, but they realise that the 
abolition of casual labour would mean a reduc¬ 
tion in wages by depriving them of their freedom 
to seek work where they wish. 

The dockers have come out without any warn¬ 
ing and in defiance of their union leaders. Al¬ 
most immediately troop? were used and on 
Monday it was reported that abou» 3,000 troops 
were at work. It roust be obvious to anyone 
that the fact of being able to use troops 
strengthens the po&iuon of the Government and 
the bosses and weakens that of the strikers It 
is therefore incredible that an official of the 
Amalgamated Stevedores* Union, Mr Donovan 
should give bis blessing to the use of scab 
labour. 


Asked by a reporier about troops b^mg called 
in, Mr. Donovan taid. "Our aiivudt 1 that 1 / 
this is necessary for the hart dimg of vital goods 
we have no objectors to u' 


The dockers have, of course, many other 
causes for grievance One of them * tiu great 
number of docker • who have been di-missed and 
suspended during the last few month Ar >en- 
teeism has been on the inert recently. Apart 
from general tirednes.'. and lad of proper food 
it is due to the fact that n. put on 

heavy work for several consecutive da\ in what 
are known as “continuity job* , on which they 
work until the job is finished, ^hen it en s 
they are often given other heavy jobs and if 
they refuse they may be suspended. 

The dockers are in an angry mo.,-! 
i» .a, „„„ on e.mm ‘rs h £ d £;"tz 

wtie^lb«TO d aboui n is Erne* Bevin. .ho din*ed 
o power on the backs of those dock 
a now trying to hand over bound hanc *ir.. 

o the Dosses. 


Perhaps it is the Castiereagh’s and the 
newly-won converts of the Russia To-day 
Society, for whom the pamphlet is written. 
Or, on the other hand it may be Pollitt has 
also seen the writing on the wall and seeks 
to divert, and move to implement, a real 
revolutionary change, with the parrot-like 
cry of “Nationalisation”. For that to Mr. 
H. Pollitt is “the only real solution”. This 
Nationalisation, called for by the “Left- 
pollittians is nothing new. In Russia, 
Harry’s spiritual home, Nationalisation has 
been “the thing” for nearly 30 years. It 
would therefore be quite fair to draw some 
useful conclusions from the Russian picture 
and ask the pamphleteer a few pertinent 
questions on this score. 

In an attempt to soft-soap the miner, Pollitt 
expresses the sentiment that under Nationalisa¬ 
tion they may be capable of great things . . . 
“find that our British miners, with all their skill 
and genius for improvisation, were making sug¬ 
gestions for technical improvements and increas¬ 
ed output no less revolutionary than those made 
by the Soviet miner, Stakhanov, whose name 
has given us a new word all over the world for 
the initiative of workers in increasing production 
in the interest of themselves and their peoples.” 
Stakhanovism! Does Pollitt really think this 
has given us a new word? It has set a new low. 
On a par with, or even worse than, the Ford 
and Bedaux schemes, this method ,alleged to 
emanate from Stakhanov, is given a very old- 
fashioned Anglo-Saxon word in our coalfield. 
This “benefit”, flowing directly from Nationalis¬ 
ation, brought about the depredation of the 
Russian miners’ standard of living, the reduction 
of the norms of work, and speed-up in produc¬ 
tion to the detriment of the health and lives of 
the workers. These “successes” were immedia¬ 
tely extended to all other industries and incurred 
the wrath and opposition of large sections of the 
Russian workers. Didn’t Harry’ hear of the 
pleas c : r.: :: : . * . France to 

stop the publication of the Stakhanovite records 
of phenomenal coal production as the figures 
were being received with ribald laughter by the 
French miners? Has Comrat Pollitt never heard 
of the condemnation by the Durham miners dele¬ 
gation to Russia, in “plain honest pit terms” 
of the employment of women in the Soviet coal 


GLASGOW 

to defence of 

The following statement about the four 
arrested comrades has been produced in 
leaflet form by our Glasgow comrades and 
has been distributed by the thousand 
amongst Glasgow and Clydeside workers. 

* 

Her*?* to those who would read, 

Here* to those who would write. 

Hut there's not who are afraid, 

The truth should be heard. 

Than those whom the truth would indict. 

Robert liurnt. 

W () R K E R S ! 

We call upon you to rally to the 
defence of our London comrades who 
are being charged with sedition. After 
the lessons of John McLean’s ease in 
the last war, when this great champion 
of the workers’ cause who gave his 
all to educating the workers, was sen¬ 
tenced to four years’ imprisonment on 
much the same charge, we call upon 
you, in your own interest, to take up 
the cause of the four comrades whose 
records in the class struggle we lay 
before you. 

1* MARIE LOUISE BEItNERI. 

Marli fBer fieri wus burn in Italy, but 
vn»b forced 10 leave when her parents were 
bounded out of Italy b> Mussolini because of 
tbeir activity ut> Anarchists in tlie working- 
clobo struggle again*I I « seism. Her father, 
Professor Berncri carried on ibe struggle in 
France, and served several terms of imprison¬ 
ment for hi* defence of the workeri. In 
1936, the Sjtanidi wurkert sent out tbeir coil 
of revolt, and Berncri was not found wanting. 
He joined bib Anarcbibt comrade* in Spain and 
played a prominent part in tbc organisation 
of niililiub and fought himself on the front. 
He paid with bib life for bib militancy, being 
shot in J937. 

During tbc present war. Marie Louibt 
Bcrncri’s mother was arrested in France in 
1940 and handed over to the Italian govern¬ 
ment. She was imprisoned in Germany and 
Italy, but is now free, und ib earning on flit 
worker#* struggle in Soul hern Italy. 

After ber father** deulh. Marie Louibt Ikr- 
neri earne to England und acquired Britibh 
natio ualii} b> marriage. She continued her 
activity with the Anarchists in producing the 
anti-fascist paper Spain und the World, help 
ing Spanish refugees from the Civil War, und 
carrying on through the medium of Freedom 


XKW INTEHNATIONAI.. 
TOOL OF IIIJIJNG I LASS 


Problems! 

mines? Their outspoken comments on the de¬ 
plorable conditions of the miners, both in the 
pit and in their hovels called homes? No! I 
wonder? All this, after Nationalisation had 
been enforced for nearly a generation. Under 
Stale Control the Russian miners have no real 
say in the management of the industry. A1J the 
managers or directors are appointed from above 
and these in turn choose the lesser officials, 
overseers, deputies, firemen, etc. Nationalisa¬ 
tion would, in this country produce similar if 
not identical results. 

If, may we suppose, Nationalisation of the 
mines becomes a legal fact, then in order to 
supply the increased needs of the home in¬ 
dustries, there must be, intensification of coal 
production, when more than likely the occasion 
would arise for the imposition of such stums 
as “Socialist competition” and Stakhanov¬ 
ism. No Harry, it won’t wash, for as you 
say, “the miners know what benefits nationalisa¬ 
tion will bring ...” As did Lcsiin during the 
Russian Revolution, so does Pollitt and his 
henchmen now, utilising the sincere and 
genuine demands of the miners for the abolition 
of private ownership seek to saddle the workers 
with yet another evil. 

Speaking as a working miner the impression 
has been given to us by the advocates of Nat¬ 
ionalism, that it implies a more direct voice in 
the management of the industry. Nothing, of 
course could be further from the truth. The 
only way that the miners * demands can be effec¬ 
tively fulfilled is by their taking the manage¬ 
ment of the pits into their own hands , and by 
the establishment of independent pit committees 


WILL GRIGG PROTEST? 
LIKE HELL 

Conservative candidates from various 
parts of the country, including some 
from the Forces, attended n political 
course which opened yesterday at the 
Junior Carlton CJub, London—the first 
candidates* course the Conservative 
Party has held since the war. 

Daily Express , 23/2/45. 
Members of the Forces are persecuted 
for reading Anarchist literature but 
are allowed to attend political courses 
organised by the Tories. 


r I^IIK United Nations have decided 
I to invite leading representatives 
of the international trade union move¬ 
ment to attend the San Francisco Coo 
ferenee in an advisory and consultative 
capacity. At the World Trade Union 
Conference held recently in London it 
was unanimously demanded that 
Labour should have a seat ut the 
Labour Conference and at all other 
conferences at which the future status 
and conditions of the workers will be 
involved. The leaders of the United 
Nations have now granted one of these 


that control all phases of coal utilisation. These 
committees federated locally and nationally can 
assess the needs of the community through con¬ 
federation with other industrial federations. In 
a word , Workers Control. Administration by 
those who actually produce the commodity—not 
by amateurs l 

I repeat, the Foot Plan is purely and 
simply reactionary in character, a futile at¬ 
tempt to stave off what is inevitable, both 
under the existing phases of the capitalist 
system and its future(?) developments, and 
in the face of the growing realization of the 
need for a revolutionary social change. On 
the other hand, Pollitt’s alternative is coun¬ 
ter-revolutionary by aiming at a conscious 
diversion of the coming revolutionary up¬ 
surge into channels that place the workers in 
yet a greater degree of political and econo¬ 
mic bondage. 

There is, of course, one sure method of 
tesrirg the ardour of those professing a con¬ 
cern for our welfare and the need for more 
coal, and that is, to offer to share our hon¬ 
ourable calling. 

What about it Harry? There’s plenty of 
room for you below. 

TOM CARLISLE. 


demands, and why should they refuse? 
Hasn't the World Trade Union Con¬ 
gress proved (hut the ruling class has 
nothing to fear from "organized 
labour”? 

I he Conference held in London can 
only be looked upon by workers all 
over the world ns having completely 
betrayed the principles of internation¬ 
alism and socialism on which inter¬ 
national workers’ organizations should 
be founded. But the Big Three and 
their satellites can only look on the 
Conference with satisfaction and they 
offer to the flood hoys of the Labour 
Movement a scat, at the end of the 
table, at their conference. If the 
workers will protest against the deci¬ 
sions reached at the Sun Francisco 
conference the Governments will be 
able to turn round and say: "Your 
leaders were consulted, what are you 
complaining about?” 

I he London Conference was n com¬ 
plete failure from the workers’ point 
of view. Nothing else could have 
been expected from 11 meeting of dele¬ 
gates who, with a few minor excep¬ 
tions, have a record of compromise 
with the capitalist class or of servitude 
to the State; of delegates who arrive 
in planes and ships put at their dis¬ 
posal by their governments; of delc- 
(Continued cn p. 4, col. I) 


Siop l*n>ss ! 



CALLS ALL WORKERS 

tli« lour London Anarchists 


Appear in Court 

Soldier Witnesses called 


Prckt her opposition to Capitalism, Fascism 
and Nazism. As is well known, the Anarchists 
have opposed the war from a working class 
standpoint as an imperialist war, warning the 
workers against Fascism ut home. 

2. VERNON RICHARDS. 

Her husband, Vernon Richards, is well 
known in the work of Freedom Press. At the 
ugc of 18 he joined Camillo Berneri in the 
production of an Anarchist paper in Italiun, 
When the Spanish Revolution broke out in 
1936, when he was 20, he founded Spain and 
the VVo rid and edited it throughout the war, 
explaining to the workers in this country the 
significance of the Spanish Anarchists* strug¬ 
gle. At the same time he helped support 
orphaned Spanish children, and later Spanish 
refugees who came to this country. Through¬ 
out his life he has fought against Franco, Hit¬ 
ler and Mussolini from the working class 
angle. 

At the beginning of the war he registered 
us a conscientious objector hut was put on 
the military register und offered u commission 
in tlie Royal Engineers which lie refused, and 
continued in his job us u civil engineer. 

He bus never sought the 
limelight, hut has been un untiring comrade in 
the cause of the oppressed. 

3. JOHN HEWETSON. 

John llcwctbon is u young doctor, who be¬ 
fore the war was active in the anti-war move¬ 
ment. In the struggle for peace he came to 
realize that W'ur is the logic of Class Society, 
and unlike many, did not shrink from the 
recognition of this fact, hut brought his activi¬ 
ties into line with his knowledge. Joining 
the Anarchist movement in the first year of 
the war fie continued to expose war and 
capitalism, being more convinced hy what he 
saw in the casuulty departments of hospitals 
of poverty—and war stricken London. Un¬ 
like many who shouted for war. Comrade 
Hew c! son stayed in London throughout the 
blitz of 1940-4 1 und 1944. lie was im¬ 
prisoned in 1940 for sell a working class 
paper outside Hyde Park und refusing to pay 
the fine. Again in 1942 he served two 
months for refusing to accept u commission in 
the R.A.M.C., contending that the civilian 
working eloss were entitled to more medical 
attention lliun they were getting, and oppos- 
sing the wholesale drafting of doctors into the 
Army. Comrade He we I son is the author of 
a new pamphlet on “Italy after Mussolini**, 
which would ulrtady have been in circulation 
hut for the poliee raids on Freedom Press. 

4. PHIIJP SANSOM 

Like Comrade llcwelson, Philip Snnsom 
also worked in the unti-wur movement, hut 


when the war came it became crystal clear 
to him that to try and ubolish war was hope¬ 
less as long as there were oppressed and 
oppressors in society. Although a talented 
young artist who could quite easily have 
attained comfort on the side of the oppressors 
hy selling his talents in the commercial field, 
he entered instead into the class struggle, 
gladly taking sides with the oppressed. lie 
has bent his whole energies unsparingly, and 
without thought of monetary gain, in the 
movement of his class—the workers of the 
world. 

None of these comrades has ever 
been a member of a political party or 
received any payment for the work 
they do in the class struggle. All of 
them earn their own living, like other 
workers. We lay their records before 
you, the workers, to give judgment and 
help us to create a tremendous de¬ 
fence. Remember that P. G. Wode- 
house who broadcast from Berlin 
many times during the war had no 
charge brought against him; Badoglio, 
the murderer of Abyssinia, has been 
feted and whitewashed; Mosley has 
been released from gaol. Workers, 
awake and watch! Be on your guard, 
lest in the "fight for democracy” all 
you will have won will be Fascism! 
Don’t let men and women who cham¬ 
pion the cause of the workers go down 
before the onslaught of reaction! I hey 
need you, you need them. These com¬ 
rades have fought for years on your 
side. Give them all you’ve got! 


Comrades and Friends ! 

SEND YO'JR CONTRIBUTIONS 

large or small for the defence of the 

4 ANARCHIST COMRADES 

To the Treasurer : 

Freedom Press Defence Committee 
17 St. Georges Street, 
Hanover Sq., London, W.C. I 


The prosecution of the four anarchist 

comrades-referred to elsewhere in Ibis issue 

—was opened at Marylebonc to-day before 
magistrate Ivan E. Snell. I he Public Prose¬ 
cutor opened hy stating the basis of the 
charges, quoting extensively from War (atm- 
mentary and a circular letter which he alleged 
Freedom Press hud sent out to various con¬ 
tacts in the Forces last October and November. 
He called Privates Taylor, Poulin and Mac¬ 
donald and Sapper Lolin Ward as witnesses 
who had received the literature—found when 
their kits were searched. Cup!. Muomilay, 
Lt. Wortlcy und Capt. Davis stated that they 
conducted searches upon the instructions of 
a “higher authority*’. 


The Prosecutor read the following passage 
—“We oppose ull means of maintaining class- 
divided society, parliament and the^ legal 
system, the Church and the Army. * He 
then said—“Anybody is entitled to hold such 
opinions if they wish to hold them. . It is 
not part of this ease to attack such opinions— 
they may he the answer to all our problems. 
Ilis case was that these opinions were 
“disseminated with advice to members of the 
Forces to retain their weapons to enforce 
such opinions upon the rest of society. 

Later in the proceeding* Gerald Rutledge, 
defending, asked Private Macdonald “Did 
Inspector Whitehead give you to understand 
that it was for the freedom of the Press 
that wc were fighting?*’ to which the answer 
was “Yes’*. 


None of the four defending comrades wus 
called to give evidence, and at one o’clock 
the case was adjourned until Friday 16th 
March. Inspector Whitehead objected to bail 
being allowed to Philip Sansom, hut the 
magistrate granted hail upon surety of X 1,000 
being forthcoming. Two comrades stated 
that they were prepared to take this respon¬ 
sibility, hut when they refused to take the 
oath, hail was refused, although the c<*mrtule* 
were prepared to “affirm**. Comrade Sun so m 
is therefore still in custody. 


Many comrades were present in court 
and we received u considerable number of 
messages of solidarity before the bearing. 
Wc wish to thank all comrades who have 
cn pressed Iheir support. 


Aro yon doing your 
lilt for tlio 

Press Fund? 
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£at<*fc who go and pay homage co ihe 
king; who, were it not that Churchill 
wan otherwise engaged, would have 
been addressed by that pillar of re¬ 
action who crushed working class 
movements whenever he got a chance 
anti boasted of his friendship with 
i aHeist leaders. 

It is not surprising that the declara¬ 
tions of the Big Three and of the 
World Trade Union Conference were, 

«.n some important points, almost 
Identical in terms. The spirif which 
animated them was the same, it was 
in a spirit of nationalism, of vengeance 
and reprisal that both meetings took 
place. 

The Big Three declared that "they 
recognise it as just that Germany be 
obliged to make compensation for 
the damage in kind to the greatest 
extent possible” and Sir Walter 
Citrine echoed: "the Germans must 
make reparations to the extent 
of all that was humanly possible in 
services, goods and money, even 
chough it involves the continuance of 
Allied control over the entire German 
economy for many years and perhaps 
for generations.” 

The German people have to repent 
and atone, said Sir Walter Citrine 
and who will help them to repent 
The ruling class in this country who 
helped Hitler to power w hile the Ger¬ 
man people were try ing to fighr against 
him! 

This moralising, this superior atti¬ 
tude towards the German people is 
sickening. The desire of revenge as 
expressed by a Russian woman dele 
gate who made a passionate plea, 
after visiting bomb damaged areas, 
that the Germans should be made to 
pay for the ruin they have caused, 
is completely revolting. To hear 
those Trade Union leaders one would 
think that only people in Allied 
countries have suffered in this war. 
Don’t they read everyday in the 
newspapers how German towns are 
bombed and destroyed? Have not 
the German people suffered when 
Hamburg, Leipzig, Berlin, Cologne 
and many industrial districts were 
bombed? Have not German workers 
died in hundreds of thousands on 
the battlefields? The German people 
have certainly suffered more than the 
American people and their "punish¬ 
ment” did not start with the war but 
began as soon as Hitler took power. 

After advocating “economic” control over 
Germany, Citrine ncvcrthclc** talked ol the 
• »u*bli*bmcnt of a /rce trade union movement 
in Germany. Thiv it completely contradic¬ 
tory with hiv demand for Allied occupation of 
Germany; in an occupied country the Trade 
Union* can only be the instrument* of live 
Allied lorccfc of occupation. It i* obvious 
that they could not impose decent wage* and 
conditionv of vtork or any freedom of tpcccb 
ii» the fthudow of Allied tank* and tommy 

guntk. 

The Kutiuan Government will get the 
greater vharc of reparation* and will employ 
u vi>a German labour force. Thi* i* not 
very encouraging. Wc know how the Runbn 
Government ha* treated it* *lavc labour bat* 
lulione, composed oi people who were merely 
guilty of rclu*ing Lo accept Stalin** dictator' 
»liip. They were forced Lo do unhealthy and 
heavy work, they were tlarvcd and frozen to 
death, Chey died iu hundred* of thouvuad* in 
va*t labour camp*. There wa* no trade union 
organi*ation lor them, Lite G.P.G. ua* the 
only authority they could deal with. If thi* 
via* the treatment meted out to Ru**ian* wc 
can only view «*ith great alarm any plan made 
by the Soviet Government to u*c a German 
labour force for repuratiou*. Nothing will 
prevent them being u*cd a* cheap slave*. 

Briii*b trade unioni*!* may hevilute to 
advocate a widespread u*c of German labour 
a« they realise that it will mean unemploy¬ 
ment and lower wagc* for Briti*b worker*, 
but the potation of Russia t* different. Ru*- 
*ia i* *o undeveloped that *hc doe* not fear 
unemployment and the *landurd of living of 
the Ruiouuxi worker* i* *c low that it i* doubt- 
lui it it will be influenced by the u*c of 
lorcign labour. Russia, a* it ha* been agreed 
at the Big Three Conference, will have a 
great *a> uj the question of reparation* and, 
through the tuiaa vole* *he command*, »hc 
wdl al*o have a great ca> (if not the greatest) 
at any future trade union conference. The 
late ol the German worker* lie* at prevent 
largely in the hand* of the Kn**ian Govern- 
meat and it w important that the worker* in 
w» ^ouolry and cl*ewhere uluiu ld have no 
* 1 u nhoia the treatment which will be 
•mt u> the German people unless they 
solidarity. 

mlA-rvwt* of the German worker* and 
► orki.!** utl over the world arc } - 
the policy ol reprisal* pul forward 
trade union 
of the world must oppo*e 
KMY* The motto ol the 

4iai. woKki.us oi' ran 

the working elan 


As announced in the last issue of War 
Commentary our comrade John Olday is 
al present serving a sentence of 12 months 
iri prison, having been found guilty on a 
charge of ‘'finding by stealing’'. The his¬ 
tory of the case is well worth while record¬ 
ing and though ir cannot be told with the 
detail and accuracy that the victim himself 
could record, wc will attempt to deal as 
adequately with the case as our information 
allows. 

On November 17th John Olday was in the 
Camden Town area with a typewriter in his 
possession. He was stopped by a plain clothes 
man who wanted to know what he had in the 
parcel. A second plain clothe* man was on the 
scene in a flash followed almost immediately 
by a police car with ihrcc more plain clothes 
men. The usual questions a*kcd, and Identity 
Card produced. Had John Olday been in the 
Army? No he hadn’t. This did not satisfy 
one of the officers who pointed out the number 
on the Identity Card to one of his colleagues. 
Other questions were asked, and our comrade 
realised that the best thing was not to answer 
any more questions. He was then taken to a 
poJicc station where more questions were fired 
at him and when he still refused to answer he 
was passed on to a higher officer who also met 
with failure. 

Remanded in Custody for 
8 Days 

The following morning our comrade appeared 
in court where he refused to give any informa¬ 
tion about himself and was remanded in custody 
for 8 days. At his next appearance in court the 
owner of the Identity Card in our comrade’s 
possession, appeared in court as a witness, 
where he stated that the Identity Card belonged 
to him and that he had lost iu The new charge 
then was that our comrade was guilty of stealing 
by finding. The charge of stealing the type¬ 
writer was dropped as the police had ascertained 
that the machine had been loaned to John Olday. 
Our comrade still refused to reveal his identity. 

Next on the scene was the Probation Officer, 
who asked our comrade to tell him all about 
himself because if he did he would cither be 
bound over or get a very light sentence 1 . Our 
comrade very politely told him to go to hell 
and he left! In the meantime the five plain 
clothes men had another go. but without success. 

Third and Fourth Court 
Appearances 

At his next appearance in court the magis¬ 
trate asked our comrade whether he would plead 
guilty or not guilty, to which John Olday 
answered that he would neither plead guilty or 
not guilty since he did not recognise the court 
and would take no part in its proceedings. The 
magistrate then pointed out that he would send 
Olday to the Old Bailey where the punishment 
would be much higher. “That’s what you call 
justice”—answered the prisoner. “It is imma¬ 
terial to me what court sent ences me to what 
punishment. I recognise n ei the r one nor the 
other.” Such views were too much for the 
magistrate who remanded the case for a medical 
report! He was then returned to Brixion. His 
interview with the prison pathologist amused our 
rf\mra 4 g But it appears from the report given 
in court when the case was again heard a week 
later that our comrade was quite sane since he 
is now a guest m K~VL prison and not at 
Broadmoor! The court on this third occasio n 
was again unable to induce our comrade to re¬ 
veal his identity and he was committed lor trial 
at the Central Criminal Court. 

By thi* the C.I.D. Spe ci al B ran c h had 

up the case, and John Olday was identi¬ 



fied by an officer who had interviewed him at 
the beginning of the war. 

At the Old Bailey 

The tnal would have certainly received wjtie 
publicity but for the fact that in the adjoining 
Court No. I the Cleft Chin Murder trial was 
taking place at the same umc. Obviously the 
newspapers were more interested in a real mur¬ 
der than they were in our comrade's case, with 
the result that the case received co attention at 
all. The case proceeded without the co-opera- 
uon of our comrade whose attitude was one of 
boredom with the whole business! So much 
so that his inward contempt with the whole pro¬ 
cedure wi«. interpreted by the judge as so m ething 
quite different. He was under the impression 
uuu rhe prisoner was spell-bound by the court 
and the proceedings and attempted to assist our 
comrade in his defence! But rh<» <in »ar?V*r» was 
becoming most embarassmg for John Olday who 
ccuiu not longer remain silent. He rh-*T, burst 
out on the court with the following statement: 

1 am an Anarchi*t. A* *ucb I do not 
rccotecc authority. La* nor the Court of 
ju*txcc. That 1 * why I neither plead guilt v 
or not guilty. And fhat u why , offcr ^ 

defence. By defending my*cif I would be 


recognizing you against m) 

This statement caused a scr in the court. The 
judge wanted to have that repeated g'rw he had 
not properly u nder stood. Our comrade then 
developed his argument “li oil boil* down to 
the vim pic fact that I ignore and defy you. 
You claim the right and power to judge and 
punish- But with all your power you cannot 
make me acknowledge that you have the right 
to do »o. The sentence you pa** is im¬ 
material to me”. An Anarchist? Thar wa: 
more than his Lordship could stand. That did 
these Anarchists do? Blow one another up? 

His Record 

Then followed the police officer who had 
Comrade Olday, and he proceeded to 
read out his record: No previous convictions; 
illcgifimaie enild of Scottish farmer and German 
mother; came to rh?s country in 1937 after es¬ 
caping from Ger ma ny for And-Nazi under¬ 
ground work; had carried 0121 acts of sabotage 
on German military installations. Deserted from 
British Army. Attached himseil to the Anar¬ 
chists. Author of Kingdom : of Rugs. Cartoon¬ 
ist, a collection of his drawings The Lite e< 
Lire ike Dear, tee Die published by Freedom 
Press . . . The judge then asked whether the 
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Miis Mterolutionary ttveord 


JOHN OLDAY wa* born in England of a 
Scottish father and a German mother. He 
*pcnt hi* early childhood in America and wa* 
then taken by hi* mother to Germany. Soon 
after, the war of 1914 broke out and John 
Olday was surrounded by hostility in the 
*chool and outside it for hi* British nationality. 
Thi* probably *ct him thinking at on early 
age of the evils of nationalism. 

The war came to an end and John Olday 
experienced like many million German* the 
miseries of *tarvation, lack of clothe* and 
coal. He wa* living with hi* grandmother in 
Hamburg which *oon became the centre of 
violent *lrugglc* between the police and the 
workers, barricade* were *ct up, shop* were 
looted, demonstration* were dispersed by 
armed police. John Olday wa* still a child 
but the suffering* he had gone through made 
him rc*pon*ivc to the struggle* which were 
going on around him. At the age of thirteen 
he received hi* fir*t lesson in socialism from a 
man shooting in the street*. John had asked 
Kim why he was shooting and when the firing 
died down the man answered: 

“Listen, I’ve been thinking-1 will try 

to explain why I am standing here fig ht ing. 
Those people over there (he pointed in the 
direction of the railway station) say they 
arc fighting for the Fatherland. I have also 
fought for the Fatherland. Four years! 
Fatherland means everybody here in Ger¬ 
many, understand r” 

1 nodded affirmatively. 

~\cry good!” he continued. “Every¬ 
body means-the rich and the poor-isn't 

that right?” 

“Yes, right,” I said. 

“Good! Who has the power in the Father¬ 
land, the rich or the poor 

“The rich.” 

“Who have exposed their lives out there? 
Who have been starved and frozen? The 
rich or the poor?” 

The poor!” 

“And who arc the people who have be¬ 
come poorer, who have gained no t hing but 
lost everything?” 

“The poor.” 

“Look! Those people over there say 
they arc fighting for the Fatherland! But 


w bo rules the Fatherland? The 
Therefore those on the ocher ^ are fi*. til¬ 
ing for the rich! Now, 1 am fighting for 
self and for all thits-r who are having 
- hUn time, like you me! H.*c yJt 

grasped that ?“ 

. . I_ . / kiatdom of SUt»). 

John OUUy mo. joined the labour Youth 
Mo'emcnt .nd pUycd .. «U»e p-rr in meet- 
mg*, debate* and by writing rcvolutiouars 
poetry. During the day he worked as an 
apprentice in a goldsmith shop and whenever 
lie had a spore moment he drew furious!*. 
He was passionately interested in drawing and 
followed evening courses with p caJ micccs* 
but the revolutionary struggle absorbed all hi* 
thoughts and energies. Red Hamburg wa* 
seething with revolt, the youth wa* particu¬ 
larly active and our comrade wa» not to be 
left behind. His activities led him to prison 
many time*; the Weimar Republic shut its 
eye* to the activities of reactionary and nation¬ 
alist groups but acted ruthlessly against left 
wing organisations and revolutionary m ilitan t *. 

During all these years he continued to draw 
and paint, he contributed to revolutionary- 
papers, he held exhibitions of “revolutionary 
art” ««*d T to cam a living, he sold sk etch es 
to newspapers and magazines and became 
fairly well known. He contributed to a do^Lcn 
papers simultaneously and was a picture page 
editor of a weekly illustrated paper. But with 
the advent of Nazism he lost practically ail 
his work. 

As soon as Hitler took power John Olday 
participated in the underground work against 
the regime. His cartoons were reproduced as 
handbills and posters and spread oil over 
Hamburg. A number of his anti-Nazi draw. 
Lags were camouflaged under the cover of an 
exact replica of a postage stamps book to 
facilitate their circulation. He himself went 
round the streets sticking up posters put¬ 

ting handbills in people's pockets. Here is 
a short description of the work he and hi* 
comrades did: 

“Our handbills were pasted on the wails 
of the sheds, on the wagons, on the walls of 
the lavatories and eating houses in the harbour 
district, and on the seats of the launches and 
steamers everywhere where the workers came 
in their hundre d * as they were going or com- 
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Leg from (he i 
The posters did not 
they were prvmpti* *c 
by the Nazi stalwarts- 

oof present the workers 
that there were people bard oi work 
dark, people whose resistance nod o* 

broken. Thi* thought still cued the ^ 

Tbi*“>r who hated (be Nazi regime and t 
them courage. .And the Nazi* could not pre¬ 
vent people from talking obouf what they saw 
printed on leaflets. F urthermorc, to - 

certain extent the advice given in the Uadct* 
wa* followed. «**»**> the fact (hat 

the penalty for sabotage wa* death.” 

Many of John Olday** comrades were 

arrested, sent Lo concentration camp* or shot. 

He h i ms elf wa* ux constant danger and had to 
l*hc extraordinary precautions to carry on hi* 
wndergroond work. Portly to cover hi* eileg^J 
"***v*i<*. portly because ol the use tf could 
be to the group hi* comrade* urged K.r.» lo 
accept the yob a* a cartoonist winch was 

uficrcd to hurt by a Hamburg paper. John 
Olday, alter much hesitation. Look the 
but when asked lo produce drawing* 

which would have been a declaration oi 
for the Nazi regime he Hotly refused. Thi* 
would have meant hi* arrest, but th„qL t to h*» 
British nationality he managed to to 

France. From there and later lroat 1 ondon 
he carried on his an&i-NaJU activities. 

When the w ur Started he Joined the British 
Army. The imperialist nature oi the war be¬ 
come increasingly obvious to him, he lckt hi* 
place was in the das* struggle not in the 
struggle against his fellow workers. He 
proved he was willing to fighr Hitler, be was 
seili w i l l i n g to do so but be did not wont to 
t ak e pa r r in a bloodbath which only 
the interests of the ruling 

John Oldny*m record is of * tr . f tr z^+ 

struggle against oppression and injoxioc. He 
wa* put in jail by the sociai-dcmocratij 
emmeex of the U c ixxxmr Republic; he to 

escape from Nazi Germany; now he lie* ia 
the prison of “democratic” Britain. To the 
true fighter for freedom all governments _ rc 
alike, all prevent by force and violence anv 
attempt at the liberation of the woeking class. 

SEEMaJL 


WOCI 


PEACE ON EARTH 


ANY people have recendy advocated exter¬ 
minating the German and Japanese people 
in order to end war fer all time. They contend 
that the German and Japanese people cannot be 
expected lo tflke their place in a peaceful world. 

War propagandists have pictured the German 
and Japanese people as little better than beasts, 
in order lo build up hatred against them and in 
order to secure the maximum support of the war. 

To say that the peoples of any nation are 
inherently more warlike than people of other 
nations is to repeat the “Hitler doctrine,” of 
racial or national supremacy. Let'b examine a 
little history and see what nations have partici¬ 
pated in the greatest number of wars. 

A study ol major wars, from 1800 to the 
present time, discloses that Great Britain parti¬ 
cipated in 19 wars; France in 17; Russia in 17; 
Germany mil; Japan in 9; Spain in 8 and the 
United Stales in 7. 

Two of Britain’s wars were against India in 
1817 and Burma in 182*1. I mention these wars 
particularly because wc arc to-day asked to 
restore to Britain and to protect for her at the 
lots ol American lives, India and Burma, which 
Britain ensiaved, by force of arms, many years 
ago. It is also significant in studying the his¬ 
tory of wars that Japan was on the side of the 
allies in the first world war, a* was Italy. 

If wc were to decide who the war-like people 
of the world are, on the basis oi the greatest 
number oi wars participated in then England, 
France and Russia would be adjudged the War¬ 
like peoples, because they participated in the 
greatest number of wars. 

Those who advocate the extermination of the 
German a nd Japanese people fail u> realize that 
the German people and the Japanese people 
were the first victims of German Fascism and 
Japanese Fascism. Concentration camps in 
Germany were filled with trade unionists and 
leaders of minority parties, who dared to oppose 
Hitler. 

The Japanese war lords mid militarists made 
the Japanese trade union movement impotent 
and tremendously reduced the living standards 
oi the Japanese people. Japan’s wars have not 
had the fanatical support of the working-class oi 
Japan, as claimed by American propagandists. 
There have been over 1000 sink** each year, in 
Japan, urux the bcgmmng oi the war with 
China. The leadership of Japan's 750 unioni, 
numbering a membership of approximately 
350,000 workers, have long been jailed because 
ol their opposition to war. 

lhc people oi Japan and Germany were not 
H A 0 * L ^ cir penmiiuon to wage war. 'They 
to fight or die. Wc must dii- 
*» the German and Japanese 
and ih* working rianr% ut estab¬ 


lishing blame and punishment for this war. 

The workers of the world have no grievances 
or differences against each other. Wars are 
caused by the ruling and owning class of all 
nations, who in an effort to enlarge their for¬ 
tunes are willing to spill the blood of the work¬ 
ers in a useless slaughter. 

War cannot be eliminated, from society, by 
exterminating any race or nationality. It can 
only be ended, for all time, by destroying the 
causes of war, which is the profit system. 

ENGLAND'S WARS 

1805 England declares war on Spain. 

1811 War begins between United States and 
England. 

1815 British fight France. 

1817 British wars in India. 

1824 British battle for Burma. 

1829 England w^rs on Russia. 

1839 Britain wars on China. 

1850 British blockade Greece. 

1854 England wars against Russia. 

1856. British war on China. 

1856 British war on Persia. 

1868 Britain invades Abyssinia. 

1879 British war on Zulus. 

1880 British and Boers battle. 

1882 Britain wars on Egypt. 

1899 Britain wars on Boers. 

1900 Boxer War in China. (England one of 
Allied Nations.) 

1'33‘j England declares war on Germany. 

FRANCE'S WARS 

1802 French aggressions in Holland. 

180o Napoleon enters Berlin. 

1805 France fights Austria. 

1807 Napoleon defeats Russia. 

1808 Napoleon defeats Spain. 

1810 France annexes Holland. 

1812 Napoleon declares war on Russia. 

1814 France invaded from all aides, Napoleon 
to Elba. 

1815 Napoleon ii defeated by British and 
Germans at Waterloo. 

1823 French army enters Spain. 

1830 Revolution in France. 

1838 French bombard Mexican ports. 

1854 France and England war against Russia. 

1870 Franco-German War. 

1881 France wan on Tunis. 

^ 1914-18 France participated in World War 
No. 1 a* one of Allied nations. 

1939 France declares war on Germany. 

GERMANY'H WARS 

JH06 Napoleon enters Berlin. 

Wjuni Gcrman British defeat Napoleon at 

iacA aid* Russia against Poland. 

1850 Prutw* and Austria war. 


1864 Germans defeat Danes. 

1866 War between several German states. 
1870 Franco-German war. 

1914-18 World War No. 1 , Germany orx* of 
Central powers. 

1939 Germany rakes Austria, 

and Poland. France and F.ngland declare war 
on Germany. 

1940 Germany seizes Denmark ary? defeats 
Norway, Holland, Belgium and France. 

1914 Germany at war with United States. 

RUSSIAN W ARS 
1807 Napoleon defeats Russia. 

1812 Napoleon declares war on Russia. 

1825 Russia wars on Turkey. 

1826 Russia invades Persia.” 

1828 Russia overruns Rumania. 

1829 Russia invaded by England and Austria- 


1831 Russia fights Poland. 

1849 Damsh-Ruasian war. 

1854 France and England war on Russia. 

18 * * Russia wars on Turks. 

1885 Russia wars on -Afghanistan. 

1904 Russian-Japa W'ar. 

1914-18 World War No. 1 . Russia on* of 
Allied nations. ~ 

1917 Russian Revolu tion 

1939 Russia takes part of Poland. 

1940 Russia takes pan of Finlan d. 

1941 Russia fi ghr ^ Germany. 

JAPAN'S Wars 
1867 Civil war in Japan. 

Isj 1 Civil war in Japan. 

1884 Japan wars on Korea. 

1894 Japan wars on Ch>*vp 
1 SKJ 4 Japan-Russian war. 

Vi- atki 

1931 Japan Mandiukuo. 

ISj. Japan Sgbii Ovr.^ 

1914 Japan =*chres war on d* Catsd Sous 
anc is an ally of Germany. 

ok p. 4 ) 


Socialists in Office 


A FTER all these years of Socialist election¬ 
eering, it was somewhat of a shock to read 
the following advertisement in Forccrd 27/1/45: 
“We have pleasure in the following 

announcement to the workers of Glasgow: 
For the first time in Glasgow’s history there 
will be Socialist candidates—in Woodside 
Ward—at the forthcoming Municipal Elec¬ 
tion.” 

The particular brand of Socialist referred to 
is, of course, the SP.GH., the Labour Party 
having controlled Glasgow Council for many 
years and the I.L.P. having a number of coun¬ 
cillors also. 

It has often been wondered as to how the 
S.P.G.B. proposed that the workers *HohM 
achieve t he i r emancipation, which they sa id 
“inevitable”, since on thg one hand they sav 
that it can only come about by a majority of 
S.P.G.B. M em bers of Parliament sitting in the 
Commons, and yet in forty years the S-P.G-B. 
has not even put up a candidate, far less re¬ 
turned a Member. 

At last they propose putting up candidates 
but not for Parliament, be it noted, but for 
municipal elections. Surely these diehard Marx¬ 
ists know perfectly well that even if power could 
be got through Parliament—even if there were 
no such rhing as the possibilities of the dissolu¬ 
tion of Parliament (as has occurred throughout 
the majority of the world)—it is patently im¬ 
possible to do any thing with modern mumapal 
politics save (perhaps—and a very big perhaps^ 
to achieve some reforms under capitalism, 
yet the S.P.G.B. has always proclaimed that it 
opposed reforms. . c 

Supposing—as it very unlikely —me 
are ever successful and get seme ccuncLicrs. 1 c 


wha: way win they direr frvsm ordinary capuzi- 
ist councilors m dealing with the cav-tc-dav 
measures of the tow- council- It can hardh be 
p.eadcc that they are there for propaganda pur¬ 
poses, since the proceeding* of local counrih dr 
seldom if ever dealt with in the Press. The 
Id—P. nas gone into muniop r^ acdviiy oc the 
same lines: it cot only has its own councilors 
but in Glasgow ax any rate there are 1— F. 
magistrates, Alpern and Carmichael. Those 
who imagine the I I P is a revohmonary anc 
even libertarian socialist body well be per¬ 
turbed on being confronted with a fc *revy*iunonar> 
socialist* comrade on the Bench and get ;u-ra 
for a breach of the capitalist laws. In wha: 
way ran S.P.G.B. magistrates diner free: IL-P. 
magistrates? 
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WAR COMMENTARY—FOR ANARCHISM, 10th MARCH, 1945 


Conscription— Key to Total State 


T HE worker, arc faced with > P« , -' rar ", manon 1 " wh ' ch lhc destinies of millions are 
gomgto^edeaded A. the decsions affecting the world arc 

left to P a few shady ^ n ° f lnfl “ cncm S ** decisions except 

by the creation of a ° ^" ,“1 F ° r man V Euro P“" Peoples 

the Situation presents ,tse 'T*™ L " * hcy s,m P>y ha ve to wait until after these so- 
called peace conferences t 0 J™° w undcr what nationality they will wake un on the dav 
following. Th*- alteration of the map, the re-distribution of colonial acquisitions natuS 
wealth and working populations the decisions which will make the argmSSt tothe nett 

" ar b 3 s! VV l ° f lH u ln l } Cmationa ! salesmen, influenced as Sv am by Jhe 
might behind the big powers, the backstairs intrieue on hrhnif of -_• a 

above al. by what they think win be in the bes" Ees“s of th t^ ^chlTXT.da^s 

I,T,'Z I*" 7 " 1U5 - 0nS lha ' lhi$ <*■“ C0nf<:rcncc wou *d iTany dTflerem from 

* a d m ’ 1 their great mistake. 


While the issues between the nations arc put 
forward to be decided by the conference of the 
international statesmen, the home issues are de¬ 
eded by the respective conclaves of national 
statesmen. We arc told the Government’s plans 
for post-war reconstruction. It inevitably cn- 
tails sacrifices by the people. No Government 
plan would fail to entail that. One section of 
the politicians points out we shall have to 
abolish industrial controls, but stands in favour 
of conscription of manpower nevertheless, the 
other side points out that we have to retain in¬ 
dustrial conscription all round. In reality the 
issues between the parties arc very slight. A 
certain amount of shadow-boxing is necessary 
if there is going to be an Election. There can¬ 
not be much quarrel about promises regarding 
reconstruction—if party A promises 100,000 
houses for a district, party B will promise 
200,000, and party C 300,000. Party D, having 
no chance of getting in whatever, will promise 
a million, and stand as the most revolutionary 
party as a result. Although no houses may be 
built the three unsuccessful parties will at least 
be able to point the finger of scorn at the 
promise-breaking party. That sums up party 
programmes as regards reconstruction. There 
is not much else bar promises to quarrel about, 
so they pick instead on the points on which they 
have really little to quarrel about—such as 
whether or not we shall have controls after the 
war, each side being quite convinced that what 
control there is shall be exercised by them and 
not by their opponents. 

The Conservatives in reality will keep all the 
essentials of control. They will certainly free 
industrial managements from the “burdens” of 
taxation and Government enterprise; but they 
will not relax control of manpower and have 
re-affirmed many times their belief in peace-time 
conscription. If by any chance they soft-pedal 
on ihis during the Election it will be by no 
means -a change of heart nor need anyone be 
surprised at a Tory Government introducing 
militarism since its leaders and M.P.s when they 
serve in the Forces always keep on the right side 
of the King’s commission. 

Why there should be a myth about Labour 
Party Governments being progressive after the 
composition of the last two and the Coalition 
record, is a mystery, and the third Labour Gov¬ 


ernment would in fact be worse than before, 
since it docs not disguise its belief in labour 
control on the Bcvin model, is unlikely to re¬ 
pudiate military conscription, and would un¬ 
doubtedly welcome labour conscription especi¬ 
ally on the lines in which it involved tra e 
union officials co-operating with the employer 
in a State organisation. This fascist con p 
is an essential creed of modern "Socialists . 

The Liberals undoubtedly haw no *da"J 
themselves in favour of industrial 

SS/KTSm »Tc?'ir, S .rd rfbSw 

d"«d by OutfUjg' OJfjSjS 
S* .nd° U Momgo m ,ry or whoever oUjcr 

Llbcral The Touchstone 

Why is industrial and miliary conscription 
such an important issue? It is because such 
measures are the touchstone of the new order. 
No parties arc going to quarrel about the pro¬ 
mises they make. All will promise the New 
Jerusalem. Nor in present circumstances is it 
very intelligent to expect any politician with any 
brains getting up and saying he wants to estab¬ 
lish a personal dictatorship. It is not impos¬ 
sible, but not practical politics for an Election 
which follows the defeat of Hitler. But, al¬ 
though politicians will promise a magnificent 
New Order whose trimmings grow more tawdry 
as it draws near, and will disclaim most indig¬ 
nantly any suggestions that they want personal 
power, none of them will disclaim the need for 
industrial and military conscription unless they 
have a very faint chance of power indeed. Not 
because they arc afraid they will break their 
promise—more particularly because they realise 
it will be hard enough to force on the people 
without the additional trouble of having a broken 
promise thrown up at them. The people most 
emphatically do not want conscription. The 
Australians were given a referendum on the sub¬ 
ject and they voted against it. Many Canadian 
soldiers are doing the same thing with their 
feet. The Allied-Quisling Government in Italy 


has the same trouble as the Nazi-Quisling Gov¬ 
ernment had, in enforcing conscription on a 
people who are prepared to join issue on the 
subject. Since conscription is compulsion, it 
may have been enforced many times, in many 
countries, but no-one wants it, but those who 
do the ruling. . .. 

What is conscription but dictatorship?—or 
rather dictatorship is only concerned with those 
spheres of life that concern ourselves. It is the 
workers, the conscripts, the youth, who arc 
wanted for the military-industrial machine in 
peace-time. It really makes very little difference 
jf a Conservative Government decides not to 
conscript the industrialists—in fact it makes 
matters even worse. We do not want an end 
io controls as they affect abstractions or as they 
affect vested interests—we want an end to con¬ 
trols as they affect ourselves. 

While any politician has the power over life 
and death, while any politician has the right to 
decide where one should work, whether one 
should fight, how one should dress, where one 
should live, if one should live, there is no free¬ 
dom. While politicians can decide the future 
of the world, while they can decide the future 
of the individual, there is no freedom. Freedom 
does not come, however, as the result of being 
decided by a meeting of statesmen or the passing 
of a law. Freedom and the responsibility for 
freedom arise out of the struggle against tyranny. 
Wc must be prepared not to trust politicians to 
free us from the so-called war-time restrictions, 
in reality the continuation of the peace-time 
trends to the Total State, but instead to struggle 
against politicians, employers and the State. We 
can build the organisation for a free society in 
the form of councils of action in every place of 
work and assembly, federated together in an in¬ 
dustrial union aiming at the transference of the 
direction of industry from either employers or 
bureaucrats into the hands of the men on the 
job. By individual and mass resistance to any 
form of management, any form of bureaucracy, 
any form of the Total State, the Government 
can be prevented from proceeding with the 
totalitarian measures that it will enforce as any 
Government coming to power now will enforce. 
By propagating the idea of such assemblies of 
workers taking over the industry they in effect 
control but do not manage, the idea that man 
can live without government, we shall be build¬ 
ing the new society of freedom, which can only 
come when wc have unitedly the courage to 
achieve it. M. 
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It is pleasant to be able to record that the 
Greek Government failed to bring home charges 
of conspiracy and mutiny against four Greek 
seamen and two officers last week. The case 
was heard before the Greek Maritime Court in 
London, the defence being undertaken by the 
Stalinist lawyer, D. N. Pritt. 

The men were charged with forming a ship’s 
committee, and the whole case appears to have 
been aimed at making any form of combination 
illegal. But it failed. 

GREEK DEATH SENTENCES 
REVOKED 

In a recent issue we recorded certain death 
sentences passed on E.A.M. supporters in Athens 
for "bearing arms against the State”. Such 
sentences showed that the promise of full 
amnesty for the recent fighting was as usual 
merely an empty promise on the part of the 
government, a treacherous ruse to bamboozle and 
weaken the popular resistance. Te ventured to 
predict, however, that the sentences would pro- 
bably noi be carried out, as this would constitute 
too open a provocation on the pan of the gov¬ 
ernment, and might set a match once more to 
open resistance. This prediction seems likely 
to be correct, for it was announced on February' 


Capitalist inter¬ 
national at Work 

At the British Embassy in Madrid there was 
given recently a reception to honour the repre¬ 
sentatives of British insurance who are now visit¬ 
ing Spain. The report says that the goodwill and 
friendship existing between British and Spanish 
insurance interests were strongly emphasised. 
In ihc same issue of the paper ( Reynolds , March 
4th) there is a report of a speech by Mrs. Char¬ 
lotte Riley, who has spent two and a half years 
in Occupied France, and who says that the Ger¬ 
mans who are holding out in St. Nazaire are 
supplied by U-boats which load up in the 
Spanish port of San Sebastian. 

So that at the same time as British Business 
is dining and wining in Madrid, the Franco 
regime is supplying the German garrisons on the 
west coast of France. We should not really be 
surprised at such things, because was it not the 
“goodwill and friendship” which had something 
to do with the Non-Intervention Pact, and the 
German and Italian aid for Franco. Any attempt 
at achieving international solidarity by the 
workers is met by every kind of opposition and 
frustration. And now it is the Spanish workers 
who are kept in poverty and misery resulting 
from the dvil war, while the same is true for the 
British and German workers—they arc the ones 
who endure all the privations'. But the capitalist 
international carries on with banquets and wishes 
of goodwill. 


9th that none of the sentences would be camcJ 
out till after the Govemmcm-E.A.M. peace con¬ 
ference. It is expected that a retrospective law 
will then be promulgated to implement the am¬ 
nesty. 

Of course, the sentences therefore place bar¬ 
gaining power in the hands of the Government, 
for unless E-A.M. come to a satisfactory agree¬ 
ment with them, they can threaten to withhold 
such legislation, and thus throw the condemned 
men’s lives into the balance. This mamruvre 
shows how legal procedures can be used to ad¬ 
vance government policies. 

GREECE A BRITISH 
COLONY 

The political issues involved in the interven¬ 
tion in Greece, and the personalities involved— 
Churchill, Papandreou, Plastiras and so on— 
has tended to obscure the fundamental operative 
factors in producing the Greek situation. These, 
of course lie in the fact that Greece has for years 
been a financial dependency of the British 
Empire. 

The American magazine Politics explains the 
effect of this dependency 

“The City holds the greatest part of the 
Greek National Debt. The original loans 
which date back to the 19th century have ac¬ 
tually been paid back several limes over but 
the interest rate of about 8 per cent, keeps 
Greece chained to the City. It had been 
stipulated by London that one third of the 
Greek budget had to be set aside for the ser¬ 
vice of these loans. Thus even during the 
depression year 1930-31, 3,160,000,000 

drachmas out of a total budget of 
9,970,000,000 went to pay interest on the debt. 
Moreover, this debt had always to be serviced 
in gold, at a time when Britain paid her own 
debts in depreciated pounds. Some months 
ago the British Foreign Office presented a 
memorandum to the Greek Government in 
exile, demanding that it continue to ‘safeguard 
the rights and securities at present enjoyed by 
Greek external loans and to protect the in¬ 
terests of the bondholders.’ 

“In 1932, the Greek Republican Govern¬ 
ment reduced the service on the debt. The 
City was in an uproar. This temerity was to 
be punished. Thus in 1935 King George was 
brought back to Greece with the aid of the 
British. Interest payments were resumed 
“The City realizes that for the moment 
Greece is bled white; Britain is even ready to 
supply some temporary aid to put the country 
on its feet again. But after a while Greece 
is expected to resume payments: 8 per cent, 
plus King George—no wonder that the British 
are not exactly popular in Athens.” 

Politics adds that nearly all the Greek Public 
Utility Companies are in British hands—there 
again making it a catastrophe for the City if 
they were nationalized in accordance with the 
demands of the Greek Resistance Movement. 
AU of which helps to illuminate the Greek scene. 


PLUS CA CHANGE . . . 

General de Gaulle’s speech to the Consulta¬ 
tive Assembly on France’s home policy has come 
aa a disappointment to French public opinion. 
There has been much advance publicity for the 
speech; and the French public was led to believe 
that de Gaulle would use the opportunity to out¬ 
line more concretely his Government’s home 
policy. 

In fact, he did not go beyond generalities 
stated on several previous occasions. General 
de Gaulle’s keynote was “May France’s power 
become our great national ambition”; and he 
drew a picture of a greatly increased industrial 
and agricultural potential of post-war France, 
but he said almost nothing about immediate 
economic measures. 

He laid much stress on the need for a new 
population policy designed to “call to life 12 
million fine babies in the next ten years”. 

The Observer, 4/3/45. 

It is increasingly obvious that General de 
Gaulle does not intend to carry out any 
fundamental change in the political and 
economic structure of France. His policy 
does not differ from that of the conservative 
leaders who have previously ruled the 
country. 

SIDELINES ON WAR 

It was a great disappointment to the Grand 
Duchess of Luxemburg that she was not able to 
spend her birthday a month ago among her own 
people. She it still staying in this country, just 
outside London. 

The Prince Consort is in Luxemburg, how¬ 
ever, and it will be he who will decide when 
the military situation is such that his wife can 
return to her country in safety. Star, 23/2/45. 
A.T.S. girls sent overseas will read this with 
interest. 

★ + 

HENRY KAISER. This master shipbuilder, 
nicknamed Sir Launchalot because of all the 
freighters he has turned out, has also broken 
some dollar records. 

Two of his companies, which began with 
£20,000 capital, have made net profits of 
£54,000,000. 

JOE E. LEWIS: This top-ranking night- 
clum comedian, in Florida's Miami, has found 
a way to keep up the profits despite the curfew. 

One hour before closing time he says in the 
middle of routine, “I’ve got a report that the 
Russians arc nine miles nearer Berlin. I-ct’s 
drink 10 **** ** UM '* n *’’— a °d everyone orders a 

Fifteen minutes later he produces similar newt 
about the Yanks, and lor a “binder” he suagesu 

a drink to the British. 

Daily lixprcn, 23/2/45. 

SCHOOL FOR NAZIS 

I have been visiting a school building on ihc 
outskirts of London where 200 British and 
American officers arc being trained as gaulcitcrs 
for Germany. They arc the people whom we 
will send in to create order out of chaos when 
Germany collapses. 

Practical demonstrations arc given on the way 
to take over a newly conquered German town. 
The instructors take the part of German civilian-, 
and the students are invited to issue orders to 

^Kindness, I was told, was not particularly en¬ 
couraged. The students are taught to treat the 
Germans as inhabitants of a conquercd coumry. 

Evening News, 24/2/45. 

The administration oi Germany does not 
show much signs of change. And who said 
our ruling-classes couldn’t produce Jsazis? 


MONTY’S MEN ARE 
DIFFERENT! 

Allied troops, advancing through the rich fer¬ 
tile German countryside in Field-Marshal Mont¬ 
gomery’s offensive, are living off the fat of the 
land. 

There is a chicken or a goose in every pot— 
or a steak or pork. The German farmers lived 
well. 

The Germans were pushed back so fiercely 
that they had no time to take cattle or tinned 
goods with them. 

Huge stores of looted liquor have been dis¬ 
covered, and it doesn’t go to waste. 

Houses, too, arc prosperously furnished.— 
A.P. Reynolds News, 18/2/45. 

When the Germans were living on “the fat 
of the land” of the countries they overran, 
they were bitterly denounced by the Allies. 

MASS HUNGER STRIKE 
IN GREECE 

More than 3,000 people in the Khassani con¬ 
centration camp near Athens, Tass News Agency 
reported to-day from the Greek capital, are on 
a hunger strike now going into its sixth day in 
proicst against the alleged violation of the agree¬ 
ment between the Government and EAM, says 
A.P. 

Most of the internees, Tass said, are EAM 
members, including 350 guerillas taken prisoner 
during the recent dvil war. Star, 23/2/45. 



MUTINIES IN GERMAN 
ARMY 

Apart from a rather increased general readi¬ 
ness to surrender which is indicated by many 
reports from the Western Front, there have been, 
during February, at least local mutinies: one in 
the besieged city of Marienburg, where part of 
the garrison tried to enforce a surrender by 
turning against their higher officers, and one, 
on February 24, in Copenhagen, where an Aus¬ 
trian contingent on transit from Norway to the 
Eastern Front refused to board ships and was 
overwhelmed only after four hours’ fighting. 

The Observer, 4/3/45. 


BUREAUCRACY—BY A 
BUREAUCRAT 

Captain Charles Waterhouse, Parliamentary 
Secretary to the Board of Trade said in Glas¬ 
gow last night: “The people of Britain are hav¬ 
ing a dose of State Socialism and not greatly 
enjoying it. We are controlled in what we cat, 
in what we wear, and in where and how we 
work.” Daily Express, 24/2/45. 

Captain Waterhouse is not doing so badly 
out of it, though . . . Fishmongers do seem 
to cry “stinking fish” sometimes in spite of 
the proverb. 



THE FRENCH CALLED 
THEM "MAQUIS" 

When dvilians in the Quebec townships of 
Drummondville clashed with Provost Corps men 
and Canadian Mounted Police in search of de¬ 
serters and draft dodgers, the situation was con¬ 
sidered to be so serious that a nearby Army 
training centre waa ordered to stand by, says 
Reuter. 

Although it was reported that 100 people were 
injured and military vehicles damaged in the 
melee, the assistance of the troops was not neces¬ 
sary, and the latest reports say that complete 
quiet reigns. 

The trouble started when about 1,000 civilians 
gathered outside Drummondville Police head¬ 
quarters with the apparent intention of rescuing 
un arrested men, who were due to be taken to 
Montreal. 

The police lined up outside the building and 
the crowd began throwing rocks, ice, boards und 
pieces of iron fence at them. The police man¬ 
aged to get eight of the arrested men away, but 
not before 11 of their vehicles had been dam¬ 
aged. 

Twenty-five civilians were arrested in connec¬ 
tion with the disturbance. Earlier, the 
“MounUcs" in Montreal, in one of the series 
of taids now being carried out, questioned 400 
men and detained 20 for investigation of their 
military status. Star, 26/2/45. 

UNTO THEM THAT HATH . . . 

Gloria Vanderbilt, America’s “poor little rich 
girl”, woke up to-day owner of another 
£1,250,000. She became of age to-day and thus 

enters into a Trust Fund of that amount left 
by her father. Star, 20/2/45. 

She didn’t even have to get up at 5.30 a.m. 
like those who imagine you become a capi¬ 
talist by working hard. 


GRANDI IS NOT A WAR 
CRIMINAL—SAYS EDEN. 
HERE IS HIS FASCIST 
RECORD 

When the Fascist movement got going, in 
1920-21, and its blackshirtcd squads were armed 
with cudgels and pistols by the Italian General 
Staff for the purpose of shooting down or break¬ 
ing the heads of Communists, Socialists, and the 
members of the florishing Italian Co-operative 
Societies, Dino Grandi became Fascist Boss of 
the province of Emilia, with headquarters at 
Bologna . . . 

Grandi was the organiser of the largest expe¬ 
ditions of Black Shirts to beat up the country¬ 
side, to shoot opponents, burn their houses and 
to behave like thorough-going ruffians. 

Grandi, in fact, preached and practised the 
doctrine of violence. In a diary of the year 
1922 he wrote: .... , 

“How cun one reconcile the theory of vio¬ 
lence with liberal principles? And, above all, 
how can one practise violence and preach 
respect for all opinions? The truth is one. 
Who believes that he possesses it must defend 
it with his life. And whoever docs not be¬ 
lieve that he possesses the truth in himself, 
absolute and unique, cannot be a fascist, that 
is to say, be contemptuous of death. I am 
so sure of dwelling in the truth that I cannot 
understand how it is possible not to be a 
Fascist." 

Now Grandi, who was the first Italian Ambas¬ 
sador to wear the Fascist Black Shirt outside 
his Embassy, would fain appear as a white black¬ 
bird or, at worst, a magpie. Ihc Daily Tele¬ 
graph wrote of his black-shirted appearance in 
London, on November 1, 1932: "This is sym¬ 
bolic of his passionate devotion to the Fascist 
creed und discipline” —a devotion which did not 
prevent him from becoming a darling of the 
same London “Society” which flocked to Ribben- 


trop’s receptions. 

. . . What his quality was I have shown. 
What it remained up to the even of his recall 
from London is suggested by his speech to an 
audience of Italians and Germans at the Italian 
Embassy in May, 1939, when, glorifying the 
Fascist Party, he said: “Our party, with the 
men who make up the old and glorious (Fascist) 
squads, as well as the young recruits, is one 
monolithic (sic!) block steel, which knows but 
one feeling, one thought, one law: That is blind 
and obsolute obedience to the Duce, who is 
always right. The Duce thinks and commands. 
The Duce is always right. This is our morality 
and this is our law.” 

In June 1944, the Italian National Commis¬ 
sion of Purification applied for the extradition 
of Grandi from Portugal to face trials on 
charges of (1) taking part in the organisation 
of leadership in the armed insurrection of Oct. 
28, 1922; (2) taking part in the coup d’etat 
which destroyed the Italian Constitution on June 
3, 1925, after the murder of Matteotti; and (3) 
of having been concerned in the murder of inno¬ 
cent peasants during Fascist raids. The Portu¬ 
guese Government has hitherto refused extradi¬ 
tion. 

It is possible that Lord Beavcrbrook’s Daily 
Express has unwittingly inaugurated a kind of 
"UNRRA” enterprise for the “Relief and Re¬ 
habilitation” of Dino Grandi in merited distress? 
If so, I cannot think its enterprise entirely 
laudable. 

Wickham Steed in Leader, 3/3/45. 
For editorial comment on Grandi’s articles 
in the Daily Express, see p. 4 . 

LIBERATION—A 
MOCKING GRIMACE 

Everybody asks me: What is France really 
like? Arc things out there as bad as they have 
been painted? 

My answer is: They are worse than that. I 


am not thinking only of the grim picture, to 
which my own eyes can testify, of appalling 
misery, hunger and cold. 

These in themselves are enough to have twist¬ 
ed the smile of liberation into a mocking 
grimace. But I would be doing the French 
people an injustice were I to give the impression 
that the only suffering they feel to-day is the 
pang of an empty stomach. 

The empty stomach and the fireless hearth are 
only the symptoms of the general malaise that 
is withering the very soul of France. 

Not everybody in Paris or France goes hun¬ 
gry. In Paris I have seen people eating better, 
living better, spending with more abandon than 
any people can do in England or in any other 
part of Europe, with the possible exception of 
liberated Brussels. They arc, for the most part, 
people who did well under the Germans and 
who are doing equally well, if not better, under 
the Allies. 

My first impression of the French capital was 
that the stories of distress were just one big leg- 
pull—or ju6t a joke in bad taste. 

Revelation came on asking the prices of goods 
so temptingly displayed. The meaning of in¬ 
flation was conveyed to me by superbly coiffured 
Parisiennes who ignored my French and told 
me in the most seductive English that the parti¬ 
cular article I had in mind and which I had 
mentally reckoned in terms of shillings would, 
in fact, cost me the equivalent of several pounds. 

How, then, can the French people afford such 
luxuries? The answer is that the great majority 
of them cannot afford such luxuries. They are 
as effectively deprived of them by fantastically 
swollen prices as wc are by Mr. Dalton’s em¬ 
bargo on their production. 

Why are they produced at all when people are 
going without necessities? Why is transport 
wasted on bringing them to Paris when the 
authorities will tell you that Paris hospitals and 
Paris children have to go without milk and 
butter for lack of means of bringing these essen¬ 
tial foods from country areas where there is a 
glut of both? 

Why are road-worthy lorries and trucks used 
to bring loads of champagne and cognac (at £4 
a bottle) to the restaurants and hotels when food 
lies rotting on French country roadsides in trucks 
which arc fit only for the scrap-dealer’s dump? 

The black market remains in control of the 
food situation in Paris, and, to a lesser extent, in 
most of the French towns. 

Only the most drastic measures, such as the 
requisitioning of transport, coupled with price 
control and an increased food ration, could cut 
out this canker that is eating the very vitals oi 
French economic life. 

The Consultative Assembly has declared itself 
in favour of the requisitioning of all transport 
But the Government every day pays less ana less 
attention to the voice of this Provisional Parlia¬ 
ment of Free France. 

The truth is that the Government is in the 
grip of the private owners of transport and is 
blackmailed by them. 


Reynolds News, 4. 3/45. 
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Loading Writers on F.P. Raids 


The Utter reproduced below has been published 
in the Manchester Guardian, The Manchester 
Guardian Weekly, The Spectator, Common- 
Wealth Review, Peace News. The New States¬ 
man and Nation and received acknowledgement 
in The Tribune. It has created wide comments 
and discussion around the police activities of 
which Freedom Press has been a victim 
•k 

We desire to express our disquiet at the in¬ 
creasing tendency in England to-day towards the 
restriction of the liberties of statement and per¬ 
suasion. This tendency has been demonstrated 
recently in an instance of arbitrary police action 
and of other methods of indirect coercion. We 
refer to the acts against Freedom Press, the 
anarchist publishing group. Most of us do not 
subscribe to the political theories held by Free¬ 
dom Press, and have no connection with the 
anarchist movement, but we respect their right 
to propagate opinions, and regard any attempt to 
curtail their freedom of speech and writing as 
a general threat against these liberties. 

On the 12th December a squad of the Special 
Branch raided the premises of Freedom Press, 
with a search warrant issued under Defence 
Regulation 39A. This warrant authorised them 
to seize any objects which they had reason to 
suppose might be evidence of the commission of 
an attempt to seduce from their duties members 
of H.M. Forces. Instead, however, of choosing 
relevant material, the police proceeded to empty 
the contents from the letter trays straight into 
sacks, seize invoices and account books which 


deak entirely with transactions with bookshops, 
the office typewriter, the boxes containing stencils 
of addresses, letter books, and other material 
without which it is impossible to carry on the 
legitimate business of such a concern as Freedom 
Press. No attempt was made to decide whether 
the material had any bearing on the investigation 
and, in spite of protests, it was two months 
before any of it was returned. 

At the same time raids were made on the 
homes of at least five persons connected with 
Freedom Press, and in one case on that of a 
private citizen who had no direct connection 
with Freedom Press. Personal correspondence, 
professional notes, literary manuscripts, cheque 
counterfoils, etc., were all seized, and again the 
police made no effort to choose papers which 
might possibly contain relevant evidence. In 
one case, when the person visited was not at 
home, the police broke in and departed without 
leaving anv notification of their action. Fur¬ 
thermore, in the Army and Navy, searches were 
made of the kits of men who had been in corres¬ 
pondence with Freedom Press, and copies of 
pamphlets, as well as issues of War Comment¬ 
ary. Peace Mercs and Note were seized. 

These official actions have been accompanied 
by certain unofficial actions which have no ob¬ 
vious connection with the activities of the police, 
but which deserve attention. The landlords of 
the premises occupied by Freedom Press forbade 
them to carry on business any longer. Negotia¬ 
tions were opened for further premises, but at 
the last minute were broken off by the owners, 


who refused to give any reasons for their action. 
Lastly, Freedom Press have been informed by 
the paper manufacturers that they cannot supply 
any more newsprint. 

We submit that such actions are prejudicial 
to the liberty of speech and writing. If they 
arc allowed to pass without protest, they mav 
become precedents for future persecutions of 
individuals or of organisations devoted to the 
spreading of opinions disliked by the authorities. 
Once started, a process of this nature may well 
result in an intellectual tyranny of an extreme 
kind. As writers, we sec that in our own inter¬ 
ests. as well as in the interests of freedom of 
expression and persuasion, we must register our 
protest against the high-handed actions of the 
authorities in this case. In particular, we pro¬ 
test against the facility with which search war¬ 
rants are granted to the police, and the improper 
manner in which the police exceed the authority 
given them by these warrants, in such a way as 
to interfere with the legitimate action of the 
organisations and individuals whose premises 
they search. Wc suggest that an inquiry be 
made into the activities of the Special Branch, 
which in its present form appears to be an 
institution of great potential dianger to freedom 
in this country. 

Alei Comfort Herbert Reap 

T. S. Eliot Reginald Reynolds 

E. M. Forster D. S. Savage 

Ethel Mannin Stephen Spender 

John Middleton Julian Symons 

Murry 


RETURN OF THE FASCISTS 

Ever since 1939 the most influential pro¬ 
fascist elements in this country have had to 
tone down, apologise for and “omit to men¬ 
tion” their warm support for the Nazi leaders. 
Ever since 1940, the same policy has had to be 
applied to the Italian Fascist leaders. Their 
. friendship for Franco has gone up and down 
with the political barometer. 

Gradually as the Fascists return to the fold, 
their former allies welcome them. First of all 
came the association with French collaboration¬ 
ists, who were repudiated by the dc Gaullists in 
order to appease the French, rather than by the 
Allies. Then—and here most of all—the asso¬ 
ciation with the Italian Fascists who for various 
reasons, chiefly concerned with personal advance¬ 
ment, did not follow Mussolini into his pre¬ 
carious German exile. 

Allied policy in Italy has often been described 
in these columns. It spreads beyond Italy. It 
has come to London. 

Count Dino Grandi, fomcr Italian Ambassa¬ 
dor to London, was (as he himself put it) “a 
faithful collaborator” of Mussolini. His atti¬ 
tude to the war was of “absolute and enthusiastic 
support”. He was a “faithful servant” of the 
Ducc, his faith was “boundless and unquestion¬ 
ing". He was the Blackshirt Chief of Sufi, 


Fascist Under-Secretary of State, Ambassador 
and Minister of Justice. 

When the workers overthrew Mussolini. 
Grandi seized the opportunity of advancing his 
pcsonal ambitions by endeavouring to ukc the 
credit—and pretended that not the mass demon¬ 
strations of workers but his intrigues behind the 
scenes caused the downfall of Fascism. 

In March 1944 he wrote a confidential memo¬ 
randum of his activities to the British Govern¬ 


ment, in order that he might be considered a 
possible Badoglio. Brendan Bracken, Minister 
of Information, described it as “an amusing and 
tendendous document whitewashing Count 
Grandi”. He offered it then to various sources— 
finally it was accepted by the Daily Express, 
which labelled it an authentic picture of events 
in Europe and presented it to its readers (one 
in every four newspaper-readers in the country, 
let it be remembered) as an authoritative history. 

This was during the week of 19th February- 
On Friday night, 23rd February, the French 


Service of the B.B.C. gave extracts from Musso¬ 
lini’s book “The Stick and the Carrot". It 
corrected “the false opinions that Dino Grandi, 
former Italian Ambassador to London, may have 
succeeded in putting about in a campaign to 
display himself as an opponent of Mussolini’s 
foreign policy?” (News Chronicle, 24/2/45. 
Needless to say the Express of that date W3s 
silent). But who assisted the falsehood? Whv 
were the circumstances not mentioned? Above 


all, why was this news broadcast limited to 
French listeners? Surely the newspaper-readers 
in this country have a right to hear the truth 
occasionally. The Beaverbrook Press let them 
imagine Grandi was against Mussolini. Musso¬ 
lini himself reveals the documentary evidence 
that Grandi was his loyal henchman, who had 
received a thousand favours from the Fascist 
regime of which he was an abject supporter. 
Was it not possible to let the readers of the 
Beaverbrook Press know why they were fooled, 
or is the B.B.C. only interested in the rc-educa- 
tion of those who have already lived under 
fascism, and not particularly interested in those 
who may yet live under fascism, when the former 
friends of Grandi and von Ribbcntrop rc-unitc 
with their late guests and hosts? 


REPRESSION IN ARGENTINA 


Anarchist Commentary 


The F.O.R.A. (Argentine anarcho-syndicalist workers’ union) is an old movement that 
has always had a place in the hearts of the Argentine workers. During its long existence 
it has had many bloodstained struggles on behalf of labour. Its militants have been 
arrested, deported, murdered, but it has always carried on the struggle for Anarchism. 
The following information, dated August 1944 , indicates how the pro-fascist government 
in the Argentine opened the attack on the Anarchist movement. Since this was written, 
all working-class and most other unofficial movements have been suppressed. The Gov¬ 
ernment is setting up corporate unions on the Fascist model; is allowing no freedom of 
speech or assembly; has introduced many of the Nazi precepts. 

However much the attitude of the British Government may change, the workers can 
only declare firm opposition to the Argentine fascists who are setting up, to a large 
extent under the influence of Franco, the total State. 


perty and more than 1000 books of the 
“Ideario*” edition were confiscated. They re¬ 
moved the F.O.K.A. label from the front door. 


fiucnoi Aire*. August 1944. 

On Sunday 16th July, certain members of 
the Federal Council of the F.O.R.A. were 
arrested and detained. The police confiscated 
a modern duplicator ,a typewriter, files, seals, 
and books of Anarchist und other tendencies, 
as well as u good deal of important mutcrinl. 
A few days later the local in the Cullc 
Venezuela was raided, and much union pro- 



Aftcr this many similar happenings took place 
against F.O.K.A. organisations in many pro¬ 
vincial cities. 

Since the new regime seized power on the 
4th June 1944, the government lias moved 
towards military dictatorship, and has estab¬ 
lished many philo-fascist measures. The 
new regime is gruduall) annulling ull the ves¬ 
tiges of rights und liberties that survived the 
Uriburi dictatorship of 1930. 

It has passed lasts against the right of asso¬ 
ciation, liberty of thought, und ’’communism”, 
also against the Jews. Although the “Com¬ 
munist" Party is persecuted under the laws 
like the other bourgeois purtics, it is the 
l.O.K.A. which hus bees systematically per¬ 
secuted since the 4th June. Many of its 
militants have alrcudy been arrested under 
low 4144 (against foreigners). We recall 
that when lltc Uriburi military putsch took 
place in 1930 the E.O.K.A. was the first to 
face the rcactionur) barbarism. It was the 
movement that maintained great strikes in the 
most important industries. Many of its mem¬ 
bers were then deported to Europe and 
Uruguay, its Argentine members imprisoned 
in Usliuuia (penal settlement—FID.} While 

this happened the socialist union C.O.A. and 
the chameleon union U.S.A. survived legally 
and amalgamated to form the present trade 
union movement, the C.fi.T. on a nationalist 
basis, which lo-day fils in with the corporate 
plans of the Nazi militarists. I.esl the "Com¬ 
munist” Party should be given credit for its 
prcscnl-duy mart) rology, we recall that it fell 
into line with those plans. 

We ask comrades throughout the American 
Contineul, to spread the news of the reaction 
in Argentine, in urdcr to counteract the des¬ 
potic action that is being taken. 

This is essential since the authorities have 
prevented the publication of boukv, periodi¬ 
cals, pamphlets and leaflets, and rigorousl> 
censors the entry of material from abroad. 

* 

At the T.U. Conference in I-on ion, Lom¬ 
bardo Tolcdano referred lu the tinkc against 
Col. Peron's dictatorship within the Argentine, 
but made no reference to the F.O.R A. Hard 
labour up to 25 yean for “crimes against the 
State” have since been directed against strikers 
A Hitlerian labour code is instituted Ai this 
juncture, the paper that once introduced Mosley 
to Britain as a Hitler-uniutor, the Daily Mail 
suggests Britain should do a trade deal with 
the Argentine. 

Britain's big opportunity, the Mad says, lies 
in Argentina, which immediately requires 
100,000 vehicles. "Argentina,” Die Mad adds 
by way ol explanation, "would prefer to bus 
these from Britain because she considers that 
the British attitude to her new regime is more 
friendly than the American" 

Wc know our home-grown Fascists. 


JUST A REMINDER 

Red Army birthday or not, it looked a trifle 
odd to see the Soviet flag on the from page of 
the Daily Mail (24/2/45). For many years 
only the Daily Worker carried the hammer-and- 
sickle on the from page. We recall a year or 
so before the war, when the Daily Worker 
quietly dropped the hammcr-and-sickle on the 
from page, and Trotskyists made a great to-do 
outside CP. meetings calling out “Who stole 
the hammer-and-sickle?” Well, they seem to 
have their answer now. Wc await the Daily 
Worker making the next move, which logically 
should be to pinch the Lion and Unicom from 
the from page of the Daily Mail. 


i We are pleased to announce that we have 
I at last secured new premises and ALL 
^ correspondence, subscriptions, orders, etc., 

I should now be addressed to the 

FREEDOM PRESS, 

27. RED LION STREET, 
LONDON, W.C.I. 

' We are not in a position to invite our 
I comrades and friends to call at our new 
' premises ai the moment as muck work is 
1 still required, to put the place in order, 
I but as soon as the office is reorqanised end 
l the Book Shop equipped and stocked with 
I books and pamphlets, an announcement will 
[ be made in these columns. Meanwhile 
) pleese note the new eddress for ell corres- 
f pondence to Freedom Press, and inform 
1 your frieeds of our change of address. 


OPINION ON “RANKER” 
OFFICERS 

Put authority in the hands of someone who 
has never been in a position to dictate to his 
fellow men before, and one will invariably find 
he will be more tyrannical than a person who has 
had authority all his life. 

An outstanding example of this is the officer 
who has risen through the ranks in the British 
Army. Before he volunteered or was conscrip¬ 
ted into the army, in nine cases out of ten he 
was at the bottom ol his profession; an em¬ 
ployee, maybe unemployed. Seldom did he 
have any authority over anyone, but when he 
rose in the ranks he had authority over dozens 
ol people, the higher he rote, the greater his 
authority. The power, quite naturally I ihinfc, 
goes to his head and be becomes a tyrant. 

How many times have I heard soldiers say. 
“I would rather have a ’gentleman’ officer in 
charge than one who has coast through the 
ranks.” From my own experience I have dis¬ 
covered the ‘ranker’ officer, with rare exceptions, 
is a vain creature who thinks he is a little god 
and that everyone below him is a pig and should 
be treated as such. 

I am not trying to prove the theory that the 
ruling class were horn to rule. Oh no! But 
this: when the time com es, it is no use replacing 
the present rulers with men from the working 
class. The only alternative is a system based on 
Mutual Aid—without authority. 


Freedom Pross 

Committee 


At a meeting on Saturday. March 3rd. 
called by a number of comrades to consider 
recent police action against Freedom Pres 
and the arrest of our four comrades, it was 
decided to set up immed'atcJy a Defence Com¬ 
mittee. svith the following train object vest 

1. To defend the four anarchists orres'ed 
and charged under Defence Rcgulat on 39.V. 

2. To protest against anv attacks upon the 
freedom of speech and publicol'on. 

3. To organize a Defence Fund to cover 
the legal expenses of the accused and the 
Committc's own cspeaces. 

Herbert Read agreed to become Chairman 
of the Committee, and Ethel Mannin. who 
was not able to be prevent, has since agreed 
to be Secretary . Vice-Chairmen include Fen¬ 
ner Brockway and Patrick Figgis. The treas¬ 
urer is S. Watson Taylor. 

It was decided to organize the Defeoce 
Committee on the broadest possible basis, to 
include all individuals and organizations inter¬ 
ested in freedom of expression. A number of 



--bring - fmM seepyoft. 

fmsnriaHy in the work -X the Defence Fund- 
The I.L-P- ,he P-P.L. (London Area) and j 
the L be-Tsrion Discussion Group h. 
sppo.nlcd official delegates to the < 

Premises have been s c cored at 17 St. 
George Street, (second floorI. Hanover Sq~ 
London. *.l. We appeal for volmrtcers to 
assist du ring the day at this after. W« appeal J 

Send these to the Trt 
Help in 


crossed and made payable m FREEDOM 
PRESS DEFENCE COMMITTEE 
NOTE —Defence Cotnmmen are already heasr 
formed tn Glasgow and Bristol. 1 


Ponei* on Enrfh 

[Continued from p. 2) 

UNITED STATES 
I SI 2 War with England. 

1S46 United States fights Mexico. 

1861 Civil War in the United States. 

1898 Spamsh-American war. 

1900 Boxer’s Rebellion in China. U_S one 
of participants. 

1917 United States takes part in World War 
No. 1 as one of Allied nations. 

1941 United States declares war on Japan, 
Germany and Italy. 


SPAIN’S W ARS 

1805 England declares war on Spain. 

1808 Napoleon enters Spain. 

1822 Civil war in Spain. 

1823 French army enters Spain. 

1868 Spanish Revolution. 

1874 Spanish Civil War. 

1898 Spanish American War. 

1937 Spanish Civil War. Repub bear gov¬ 
ernment overthrown by Franco with aid of 
Germany and Italy. 

—From the VOICE of 212. 
organ of Briggs Local, 
Detroit 

(All these wars were fought for high and 
noble motives, such as making the world safe for 
democracy, building a better world, security, etc. 


They were all “ diff ere n t" wars. In l 3 of 
wars there was ONE loser - , the useful workers 
of the countries involved. In all of tfww. there 
was ONE winner—the useless paraweet of aC 
countries—even the defeated ones., 


ITALIAN PAPERS 
SUPPRESSED 


All the Roman papers winch <hd ax receive 
permission to prm: before January I -J», rear 
failed to appear this mortang by a Press Federa¬ 
tion ruling whic* 
yesterday. 

Further, lour weekhes are s _ 
their content contrails wuh behanour . -nrs um .w 
with the present state of the war ' These feezr 
are Partisan. Reflector, and Man m the Street, 
all Reman, and Don Qtaxeu, a Salerno week h. 
The former three earned on violent campaign- 
against the presmutioe of Roman acmes to 
Albed troops and against the mffaaon of prices, 
which is attributed to the htgb n-la-y rale of 
the bra to the pound. 

Cartoons and ankles in these four papers 
not spare the Aliks, and m the case of the 
Partisan they were ac c omp an ied by a npsrous 
ams-derial campa ign. 

Manchester Gum dm, 21/2/45. 


GLASGOW WORKERS’ 
RESOLUTIONS 

We have received the following resolu¬ 
tions from a group of Clydeside workers 
and shop stewards. In printing them, we 
wish the group every success in their en¬ 
deavour to form a real workers' union. 


(1) This group believes fundamentally in the 
organisation of all workers, irrespective of craft 
or creed, on a common basis at the point of 
production. 

(2) Trade Unionism has become i 
and can only be used by the capitalist class as 
a weapon to further enslave the workers. 

Trade Unionism had a reformist role to play 
during the rise of Capitalism. Now, in the de¬ 
cline of capitalism, when reforms can no longer 
be granted. Trade Unionism can only become 
more and more integrated with the Capitalist 
State Machine. It can now only organise the 
workers on behalf of Capitalism. 

This group therefore rejects the official Trade 
Union Movement as a medium of Working 
Class struggle. 

(3) In contradistinction to the official Trade 
Union Movement this group believes that the 
Shop Stewards movement is a movement of the 
working class; and despiw signs of degeneracy 
within it, caused by various political power 
groups attempting to seize control of it, it can, 
and will become a big factor in the days of 
struggle ahead. 

That the Shop Stewards movement was, in 
fact, a revolt against the official elements of the 
Trade Union movement, and is accordingly 
feared by them. 

That the Shop Stewards movement is based 
in the factories at the point of production, and 
can most clearly reflect the moods of the workers. 

That the duty of this group is to point out 
to the workers the need to strengthen the Shop 
Stewards movement, and to fight to free it from 
the influence of the official Trade Union 
machine. 

(4) This group advocates action on syndi¬ 
calist lines inside the factories, and wherever 
the workers congregate to enforce their demands. 

(5) This group advocates the strongest pos¬ 
sible bonds between all Shop Stewards, Work¬ 
shop Delegates and Workers' Committees, 
locally, in areas, nationally, and internauonallv. 
for the complete defence and advancement of 
working class interests 

(6) This group recognises that all this can¬ 
not be brought about by ideas from anv clique 
or power-group at the top, but only by the 
workers actively participating and directing their 
own organisation. It is recognised, that while 
participating in the struggles of th» workers, one 
of the primary tasks of this group is to aim at 
the creation, through propaganda, of as many 
class-conscious workers as possible. With the 
rising class-consciousness of the workers, the 
Shop stewards' committees and the composition 
and activities of such, will reflect this dass- 


A SLIP 

Read at the World Trade L’nion Conference 
in London yesterday was a declaration that “the 
war against Japan must be prosecuted with 
vigour ’’ Sensation—two members of the cam- 
mi l lee which drafted the declaration were from 
Russia, still at peace with Japan 

Some quick back-stage work by Mr. K wzoet- 
sov. leader of the Soviet delegation. »as fcUeafT 
by an amendment inserting alter Japan: r? 
uti#M et mar sr-th her , 

JJkrJf Krfrr+i. tC - *■> 


This gro u p ; _ _ _ 

redundancy is inherent in the capsmhit 
Thai to abcush unemployment the workers 
first of aB abolish Capita Sun itietf. 

Thai herauy of the decay a f < "»jrir ilf -in 
er . ip hjt f ii e .it or ng-o increase ents- 

riderably. 

That all those who say thev hare a cure for 
unemployment without the o ver t hro w rf 
Ca p gah s s and the establishment of a rexieri 
c og e n ce wealth, are either foots or feares. 

It is therefore the duty cf tfcu group to ex¬ 
amine the pcasfci&ry of the orgacaarioc cf the 
unemployed workers with the new to exxx&o- 
ating their acthiries wuh that of their employed 
fellow workers. 

If you are interested in ac ti v it y almg rb* 
foregoing lines, yon should get in and 
with: 

J. BROWN. 

43r Houldswosth Street, 
Glasgow, C 3. 


FREEDOM BOOKSHOP 
132 Cheltenham Road, Bristol 

Freedom Press pubScaaons adrerrised ebewbere 
m this issue also in nock. The fotkwss* bocks 
are stil! arailafcle: 

W HY NOT TRUST THE TORIES - ’ 

THE CIVILIZATION OF THE 
RENAISSANCE IN ITALY 
EMPIRE IN AFRICA 
BRITAIN'S COAL 
THE LION AND THE UNICORN 
THE PAPACY IN POLITICS 
THE NEW INOIAM ROPE TRICK 


SPARTACUS 
THE STORY OF TOOLS 

,N w ***TlME 
selected poems 

MODERN WLSH EPOETRT 
SONS OF THE MISTRAL 
ORIGINS OF CHRISTIAN ITT 
SEX AND REPRESSION IN SAVAGE SOCIETY 



CRIME AND CUSTOM I 


savage SI 


the WAY and its power 
MAHATMA GANDHI 
SCIENCE AND PROGRESS 

‘ N THE D«C* C» 

DEATH ptTt A DIVIDEND - ** t 
THE RUSSIAH enigma 

RUSSIA AND THE CRISIS 
IN SOCIALISM 5*j 

ART AMO INDUSTRY Hr 

F.O'JCAT' 0 * through art •*- 

MONEY must go 
RIGHTS OF MAH 
T *c ^a^uace * thought of 
the child 

THE^ MORAL. JUDGMENT OF THE 
'UOCMCMT A REASON IMG M THE 

YOUNG CHILDREN IN WARTS 
STARVATION IN EUROPE 



GRAND DANCE 

IN AID Of FREEDOM PRESS 
BRIDGETON PiJBUC HALL 

On Friday I^A^i 




AicAJtC*** 


tooxSHOf. 



















































